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going into, .France is above all other most needful for us to
mark, especially in the former kind ; next is Spain and the
Low Countries ; then Germany, which in my opinion excels
all others an much in the latter consideration, as 1he other
doth in tins former, yd; neitlier are void of neither ; for as
Germany, mcthinks, doth excel in good laws, mid well ad-
ministering of justice, HO are we likewise to consider in it the
many princes with whom we may have league, the places of
trade, and means to draw hoth soldiers and furniture thence
in time of need. So on the other side, as in France and
Spain, we are principally to mark how they stand towards us
both in power and inclination ; so are they not without good
and fitting use, even in the generality of wisdom to he known.
AB in France, the. courts of parliament, their suhaltern juris-
diction, and their continual keeping of paid soldiers. In
Spain, their good and grave proceedings ; their keeping so
many provinces wider them, and hy what manner, with the
true points of honour ; wherein since they have the moat open
conceit, if they seem over curious, it iH an easy matter to cut
oft when a nmu sees the hot-torn. Glanders likewise, besides
tlu neighbourhood with us, and the annexed considerations
thereunto, hath divt.rs things to he learned, especially their
governing their merchants and other trades. Also for Italy,
wo know not what we have, or can have, to do with them, but
to buy their silks and wines ; and as for the other point, except
Venice, whose good lawn and customs we can hardly proportion
to ourselves, because they are, quite of a contrary government;
there in little there but tyrannous oppression, and servile
yielding to them that have little or no right over them.
And for the men you shall have there, although indeed some
be excellently learned, yet are they all given to counterfeit
learning, as a man shall learn among them more false
grounds of things than in any place el HO that T know ; for
from a tapster upwards, they are ail discourses in certain
matters and qualities, as horsemanship, weapons, painting,
and such are better there- than in other countries ; but for
otlu.r matters, an will, if not better, you shall have them in
nearer places,"
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